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From the President 

My first Committee meeting was held on 9 March 
and proceeded satisfactorily. The following items 
are drawn to your attention: 

1. Capital expenditure for new photocopier 
deferred. 

2. Liability and building insurance upgraded in 
response to current liability. 

3. Purchase and installation of Norton Anti-Virus 
program on our computers. 

4. The necessity to establish a catering 
committee. 

5. The success of the “Bring and Buy” table. 
6. Investigation and implementation of a fairer 

and more equitable handicap system. 

The 1–Day Swiss Teams event held on 14 March 
was successful having 28 tables. All events of this 
nature must be self-funding and I am pleased to 
report the profit from the event was excellent due 
to careful costing, the use of our own dealing 
machine and a successful raffle (thanks Gay Hull). 

The winner was the Garry Moses Team, however 
Arana was well presented in prizes. Let me tell 
you, there were some “big guns” at this event. 

As usual the Arana Club put on a good showing 
food wise and the continual “grazing” of 
competitors left us a bit short at the end. However, 
I put that problem down to myself. 

Club session attendance overall continues above 
last year although Mondays and Saturdays are still 
light on.  

As for new members, Lorraine Fredericks’ classes 
continue to add to our membership. Perhaps we 
could take stock of our circle of friends as I 
believe there are many out there waiting to play. 
Invite them to a session, not necessarily to play, 

but maybe to observe. As for our novices, please 
treat them as such and guide them through that 
frightening six month period (REMEMBER!). 

It is the Committee’s intention under careful 
management to pay a lump sum off our QBA loan 
and with your help this will be achieved. 

PROUSE, JOHN: Loved the Club and loved his 
bridge to the end. Rest eternally John. 
 
Neil E Hamilton 

 
Important Dates  

• 5 April (Mon) – Forest Place Red Point Pairs 
• 9 April (Good Friday) No Play 
• l0-12 April  – Cairns Pairs and Teams 
• 11 April (Sun) – BBC Graded Pairs 
• 12 April (Easter Monday) – BBC Graded Teams 
• 17-18 April (Sat/Sun) – Senior Trials;  
 Gympie Graded Pairs & Teams 
• 18 April (Sun) – Redlands Novice Teams (0-99) 
• 23-25 April (Fri/Sat/Sun) – Cleveland Bay 

Diggers Pairs & Teams 
• 24-25 April (Sat/Sun) – Senior Trials (if 

required) 
• 25 April (Sun - Anzac Day) – Anzac Teams 

(QCBC); Gold Coast Novice Butler Pairs (0-99) 
• 30 April - 3 May – Townsville Pairs & Teams 

 

℡℡℡℡ Important Phone Numbers  
Clubhouse Phone Number:  (07) 3851 – 0299 
Email address: aranabridge@netspace.net.au 
President: Neil Hamilton  3300-4840 
Vice-President: Val Acklin  3851-3059 
Secretary: Tony Agar  3851-1362 
Treasurer: Gay Hull  3300-2050 
Partner Contact Carol Wilson  3353-2297 
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BRIDGE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 
Vonnie Hoo   

 

Players who count usually know what to play. 
Players who don’t, just have to be good 
guessers, so says Eddie KANTOR in “Kantor 
for the Defence” Vol 2. 

One of the best methods of conveying 
information to your partner is by way of signals, 
such as the “Count Signal”. 

 N 
 ♠♠♠♠ 7 6 
 ♥♥♥♥ 3 
 ♦♦♦♦ J 5 2 
 ♣ A 10 9 7 6 5 4 
 
  E (You) 
  ♠ 9 8 
  ♥ 9 5 
  ♦ K 10 9 3 
  ♣ Q J 8 3 2 

No wasting time with this hand. 

 W N E S 
 4S – – 6H 

Wow! West leads with Spade King, taken by 
Declarer’s Ace.  

Declarer plays Heart Ace and King. 

Declarer leads the Diamond Queen for you to 
cover with your King. 

But wait … me thinks I smell a rat. 

What do you ask yourself? 

If West bid on 8 Spades as you believe – your 
partners always tell the truth – then South has 
but one. 

A slam bid of 6 Hearts says at least 8 good 
Hearts. Look at the number of Dummy’s Clubs 
and add them to yours.  

Admittedly, all this counting is quite stressful. 
Maybe South has a void in Clubs, but you are 
too cunning to play into Declarer’s hand. If he 
wants the Jack as an entry then make him work 
for it. 

Your decision is to wait to capture the Jack. 

(See page 4 for hands and outcome) 

 

 
2004 GNOT TEAMS EVENT 

This event was held over three Friday nights 13th 
20th and 27th March. Deborah Dwyer directed on 
the 13th and Colin Anderson directed on the 20th 
and 27th. 

There were no substitutes on the 20th but two on 
the 27th; team 5 – Carmel Noakes for Tom Peake 
and team 6 – Bob Dancer for Pam Horton. 

It was a fiercely fought contest with the leaders 
changing places three times in three weeks. Week 
one saw the Holmes team consisting of Barbara 
and Warren Holmes, Bev Quine and Allan 
Norman, leading the field. 

Week two leaders were the Rae team consisting of 
Jan Rae, Kath Rooney, Anne Gulley and Irena 
Hall. 

The final winners were the McLauchlan team, 
Helen McLauchlan, Margaret Welldon. Richard 
McLauchlan and Peter Gill with 174 VPS; 
followed by the Rae team, Jan Rae, Kath Rooney, 
Anne Gulley and Irena Hall with 155 VPS; and in 
third place the team of Geoff Gulley. Tony Lye. 
Val Cran and Frank Hoult with 149 VPS.  

These three teams will represent the Club in the 
semi-final to be held later this year. 

We wish them good luck in the semi-final. 

Colin Anderson 

 
Increase in Table Numbers  
Table numbers for the March quarter are 938.5, up 
from 806 last year.  

The cost of Masterpoints for the quarter (red and 
green) is expected to be approximately $400 00. 

 

DID YOU KNOW 
Arana has two Life Members 

Judy Valentine and Pam Horton 
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LIBRARY LINES 
Librarians Jan Rae & Kath Rooney 

 
The Bridge Library is a valuable asset for the 
Arana Contract Bridge Club. 
 
Once members have completed their initial series 
of lessons, their advancement generally depends 
on play practice and reading various books by 
experts. Our library has a good selection ranging 
from basic to advanced. 
 
Members are encouraged to use the library and 
may borrow a book for up to one month. The 
library will be open for borrowing before each 
session and the librarians (or if they are not 
available a committee member) will be there to 
help. A list of all books is kept on the lowest shelf 
of the library. If a book you wish to read is not in 
the Library please let the librarians know. 
 
New books in the Library in 2004 are as follows: 
 
• 25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know 

Seagram & Smith 

• Better Rebidding with Bergen 
Marty Bergen 

• Better Bidding for Improving Players 
Ross Dick 

• Bridge: 25 Ways to Take More Tricks as 
Declarer 
Seagram & Smith 

• Bridge: 25 Ways to Compete in the Bidding 
Seagram & Smith 

• Competitive Bidding at Pairs 
P Hall 

• Conventions at a Glance 
P & M Granovetter 

• Play with the Champions 
Ron Klinger 

• Topics in Declarer Play at Bridge 
E Kantar 

• Treasury of Bridge Tips 
E Kantar 

 
Happy reading from Jan & Kath 
 

“BOOK LOOK” 
by Alan Rae 

 
 “Better Bidding for Improving Players” 
 

by Ross Dick and published by the Qld Bridge Assn 
 
This book is aimed at improving intermediate 
players’ standards of bidding in the Standard 
American System. It draws together most of the 
newer and current attitudes to bidding and playing 
conventions. If studied and followed it should 
allow a conscientious player to be competitive in 
club play and in many bridge tournaments. 
 
A number of club players adopt different 
“conventions”, modes of bidding and playing on a 
rather “ad hoc” basis and this can be of doubtful 
value to their total game. Ross Dick’s book 
presents a modern cogent version of Standard 
American that sets out the reasoning and processes 
that are relevant.  
 
It is interesting to work your way through this 
book. 
 
Included in the chapters are: 

• Opening with borderline hands 

• Improving 1NT openings 

• Benjamin Twos & Multi Twos 

• Takeout Doubles 

• Negative Doubles 

• Balancing basics 

• Law of Total Tricks 

• Various worthwhile conventions 
 
The book has been very favourably reviewed by 
Ron Klinger and Nick Fahrer in the ABF Bulletin. 
Klinger particularly supports the book’s treatment 
of Multi Twos and a 1NT opening even with 5 of a 
Major.  
 

 

CARING CLUB  
 
If you know a club member who is sick or 
bereaved, the person to contact is Liz Marshall 
(Phone: 3511 7791 who will send an appropriate 
card of concern and support on behalf of the club. 
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Volunteer Groups for 2004 
 

If you wish to be involved as a volunteer in the 
areas of catering, dealing or photocopying, you are 
most welcome to register your interest with the 
convenors of the various groups (see below). 
 
Catering 
Irena Hall has been appointed Catering Co-
ordinator and will be ably assisted by Peggy 
Whittaker. 
 
Volunteers: 
Marion Arnold Lorraine Connolly 
Evelyn Faulkner Susan Lewis 
Joan Kenny Yvonne Auer 
Joan Hill Beryl Bell 
Judith Homan Alison Fulwood 
Carol Wilson Kathy Burgess 
 
Dealing 
Barry Mitchell is in charge of the dealing roster. 
 
Volunteers: 
Rob Matthew Tony Agar 
Rosemary Matthew Ros Akers 
Geoff Gulley Carmel Steer 
Carol Vardy Jan McRobbie 
 
Photocopying 
Helen McLauchlan will delegate the need for 
photocopying as required. 
 
Volunteers: 
Margaret Dancer Gloria Cruice 
Liz Marshall 
 
Thank you all to those who have agreed to give 
their time. We look forward to a successful and 
enjoyable year. (see page 8 for “Special 
Positions”) 

 

 
***************************************** 

The Queensland Government provided $263,900 to the 
Arana Contract Bridge Club for the development of the 
Ferny Grove Sports and Recreation Centre to get more 
Queenslanders active through sport and recreation 
 

From page 2  

BRIDGE ADDICTS ANONYMOUS ♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 

  N 
  ♠ 7 6 
  ♥ 3 
  ♦ J 5 2 
  ♣ A 10 9 7 6 5 4 

 W  E 
 ♠ K Q J 10 5 4 3 2 ♠ 9 8 
 ♥ J 10  ♥ 9 5 
 ♦ 8 7  ♦ K 10 9 3 
 ♣ K  ♣ Q J 8 3 2 

  S 
  ♠ A  
  ♥ A K Q 8 7 6 4 2 
  ♦ A Q 6 4 
  ♣ -- 

South down one again!  How sad!!  Haa Haaaa.  

Our addiction only gets worse, and there are so 
few hospital beds. 

♠ ♥ ♦ ♣ 

 

Barbara Holmes – Editor 
Ph: 3300 6654 
Fax 3300 9819 
Email wazbarbholmes@bigfoot.com.au 
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The Director’s Chair 

 
One of the most common reasons that Directors 
are called to the table is the faced lead out of turn 
by a defender. 
 
Apart from the fact that we all know that opening 
leads should be face down, yet even experienced 
players sometimes forget, there is the question of 
offering declarer an unexpected advantage. 
 
As with all leads out of turn, the next player in 
rotation can accept the lead – in this case it is 
Declarer. The difference here is that Declarer can 
ask for Dummy to be put down before playing 
from his/her own hand. Where Declarer can see an 
easy trick to be made in Dummy from the lead – eg 
a lead into A Q X, - there is an obvious benefit. 
 
Conversely, Declarer may choose to become 
Dummy and have partner play the hand. Where 
partner’s hand is the strong one, it may be 
advantageous to keep it off the table. Or, partner 
may be the stronger player and better equipped to 
make the contract. 
 
If Declarer declines the lead out of turn, several 
options become available. The card becomes a 
major penalty card and LAW 5OD applies: 
 

Declarer can demand or forbid the lead of 
the suit by the offender’s partner. The card 
exposed out of turn can then be picked up, 
as it is no longer a penalty card. LAW 59 
may apply if offender’s partner cannot lead 
the suit demanded or only has the suit 
prohibited. In either case he/she can play 
any legal card. 
 
Declarer can tell the offender’s partner to 
lead anything. In this case, the card remains 
a penalty card to be played at the first legal 
opportunity. 

 
Whilst the offender’s partner retains the lead, or 
should he/she regain the lead with the penalty card 
still on the table, he/she must comply with 
Declarer’s wishes at each turn to play. 
 

So, it should be clear now that facing an opening 
lead out of turn can give your opponents a 
substantial advantage – and even lead to a top 
score for them! 
 
Here is something to think about for next time: 

• What happens if the defender on lead leads 
face down at the same time as his/her partner 
makes a faced opening lead out of turn? 

• Why do we lead face down and why is partner 
expected to indicate when to expose the card 
by saying ‘Thank you partner’? 

 
Answers next time. In the meantime, try to avoid 
this common error. Because of the numerous 
options available to Declarer, the Director should 
be called immediately if this happens at the table. 
Any DIY experts out there please note that 
attempts to resolve the problem yourself can lead 
to further complications, and penalties! 
 
For the studious, the main Laws that apply to faced 
opening leads out of turn and the subsequent 
actions are: 

• 50D 
• 53 
• 54 
• 56 

 
Other Laws may also be involved according to the 
specific events at the table. 
 
Next time, we will look at ‘Insufficient Bids’. 
 
Bob Pearce 
 

Director Training Course 2004 
 
The QBA will be conducting a training 
course for club directors on Sunday 29th 
May, 2004 at he Qld Contract Bridge Club 
67 Ipswich Road, Woolloongabba starting at 
10 am and finishing at 4 pm. There is a 
registration fee of $5.00. 
 
If you are interested in attending this course 
please contact Bob Pearce for further details. 
A flyer is also pinned on the notice board. 
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2004 QBA Gold Coast Congress 
at the ANA 

 
Richard and I made our annual trek to Surfers 
Paradise for this year's GCC. We like to get our 
moneys' worth so we started the week by playing 
in the walk in pairs Saturday night, finishing 2nd in 
our section. 
 
We had our best year yet in the open pairs' 
qualifying, finishing 36th out of abour 140 pairs 
and played in the first consolation final. However, 
we did not cover ourselves in glory during the 3 
round final and finished just short of the top half 
of the fleld in our section. Board 22 from the first 
session of the finals (below) is an example of not 
making the most of our hands. 
 

Dlr E- EW vul 
 

 ♠ K J 10 8 6 
 ♥ -- 
 ♦ A J 8 5 
 ♣ 10 8 4 2 
 

 ♠ 7 ♠ 2 
 ♥ 10 3 2 ♥ J 9 8 4 
 ♦ 9 7 3 ♦ K Q 10 6 4 
 ♣ J 9 7 6 5 3 ♣ A K Q 
 

 ♠ A Q 9 5 4 3 
 ♥ A K Q 7 6 5 
 ♦ 2 
 ♣ -- 
 

The bidding at our table went 
 WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
   1♦ 2♦* 
 pass 4♠ all pass 
*5/5 in the majors; any strength (Michaels cue bid) 
 
I duly made 13 tricks on a D lead. No lead can stop 
13 tricks. I think the following is a preferred 
auction if you play Michaels. 
 
 WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
   1♦ 4♦* 
 pass 5♣1 X 5♦2 
 pass 7♠ all pass 
* 5/5 in the majors; strong 
1 Trial bid asking for help in Clubs 
2 Trial bid asking for help in Diamonds and 

promising first round control in Clubs. 
 
Two more ways to find the grand slam are: 
 

 WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
   1♦ 2♦ 
 pass 4♠ pass 5♣* 
 pass 5♦* pass 7S 
 all pass 
*First round control 
 
 WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
   1♦ 6♦ 
 pass 7♠ all pass 
 
This last is a little crude but effective. (These two 
bidding sequences are courtesy of the GC Bulletin 
No 3 – Tues 24 Feb.) 
 
The key to bidding the grand slam is the A♦ in 
North's hand and the surest way to find it is to 
have form of cue bidding in your system. 
 
This was not the only board during the week with 
a difficult bidding sequence needed to find the 
optimum contract. Some of the more interesting 
hands are to be seen in the Bulletins which can be 
found on thc QBA web site. 
 
The week before the congress began, one of our 
team mates had to pull out due to his employer 
cancelling his time off. We duly engaged the help 
of Reg Busch to find a substitute pair. Luckily we 
were teamed up with Leila and Patrick Dunch 
from Sydney. They were a very likeable couple 
hailing originally from the USA and Bermuda. We 
managed 5 wins and 2 draws out of 12 matches. 
The highlight was winning our final match and 
celebrating with champagne cocktails in the ANA 
bar afterwards. 
 
We played Saturday morning in the final walk in 
with our team mates (Richard/ Lei1a and Helen/ 
Patrick). Patrick and I scorcd 40% and flnished 9th  
out of 10; Richard and Leila finished 5th with 52%. 
So much for mixing up the sexes. 
 
All in all a most enjoyable (but tiring) week. I am 
seriously thinking of saving my stamina (and my 
money) to play only in the teams next year. 
 
We still have a lot of red and gold points to go 
before attaining that holy of holies, Grand 
Master. This goal will see the ABF (and a number 
of hotels around the country) getting rich at our 
expense. All donations gratefully received. 
 
Helen McLauchlan 
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HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
By Deslei Den Haan 

The inaugural Arana members, in March 1986, 
were actually a class that Judy Valentine was 
teaching at the time. Judy continued giving 
members a short lesson before each session 
until August whren she conducted the first 
official “Beginners’ Class”. 

By 1990 Judy had refined her notes to the 
extent that her good friend Pam Horton 
encouraged her to “put it all in a book”! 
“Bridging My Way” was launched on 27th 
October, at a wonderful party in the Arana 
hall, by Judy's very special friend and “Senior 
Statesman” of Australian Bridge, Keith 
McNeil, who unfortunately at that time was 
already in very poor health. 

Keith McNeil was the first President Emeritus 
of the Australian Bridge Federation. He was 
President of the ABF for many years including 
the year the World Championships, the 
Bermuda Bowl and the Venice Cup were held 
in Australia. He was recognised nationally 
when he received the Medal of the Order of 
Australia for services to contract bridge and to 
the community through pharmacy and by the 
bridge world when appointed to the ABF 
Committee of Honour – a very select group 
indeed. His achievements in the bridge world 
are numerous. 

The following is his account of the launch 
which Judy coerced him into writing for the 
Trump-lt. 

Last Thoughts from Daniel 
Keith in the Arena Arana Club 

 Julius Caesar once wrote “I came, I saw, I 
conquered”. Well, McNeil came, saw and was 
conquered! In fact, overwhelmed by the 
warmth, friendship, hospitality and sheer fun 
of your members. The launch of Judy’s book 
was just sheer joy – I cannot remember such a 

fun night since Aunt Daphne caught her 
moustache in the mangle! 

 And how about J. Valentine, W.F.A. 
(World Famous Authoress!) Nervous? On 
edge? You had better believe it! She had four 
showers on Saturday, went to the hairdresser at 
least six times and made about 270 phone 
calls. It was a Ten Valium Day!! I helped 
matters of course, by looking mysteriously at 
my notes and laughing and saying to myself in 
a loud voice, “No - you shouldn't say that!” or 
“Well, it IS the truth" or “Maybe David will 
forgive her in time!” etc etc.  

 By this time her outlook hovered between 
junket and jelly, when I delivered the knockout 
blow. “Listen to this” I said, “All good guest 
speakers start off with a joke - so I am going to 
break the ice with this one”. Then I told her a 
blue joke which would have emptied an RSL 
Club at 2 am. What an effect!! She turned 
white as a sheet, collapsed onto the sofa, 
struggled for breath and finally gasped 
“McNeil – even YOU wouldn’t tell that story 
in public – WOULD YOU?” “Why not”, I 
shrugged, “they ARE your friends aren’t 
they?" Well, with friends like McNeil, who 
needs enemies?  

 Judy has often said how much she enjoys 
teaching her “friends at the club”. After 
meeting you all, I can understand why. It just 
has to be the happiest, friendliest club in 
Australia. I can't begin to tell you how happy it 
made me to meet so many of you and be part 
of the fun. I would like to think that maybe, 
just maybe, I'll get up to Brisbane again 
sometime but being a realist have to concede 
the odds are about the same as winning the 
lottery. Nevertheless I am going to give it my 
very best shot. Thanks once again for all the 
happy memories. 

Keith (nothing but the truth!!) McNeil  
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ARANA CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB INC 
 

Special Positions as at 28.03.04 
 

POSITION APPOINTEE 

Auditor Peter Nottingham 

Beginners’ Classes/ Supervision Geoff Gulley 

Brisbane Zone Representative Richard & Helen McLauchlan 

Catering Committee Irena Hall, Peggy Whittaker 

Chief Director Bob Pearce 

Committee Members Ray Cowie, Val Cran, Bob Dancer, Liz Marshall, Barry Mitchell 

Congress Convenor Helen McLauchlan 

Dealers Robert & Rosemary Matthew, Ros Akers, Carmel Steer, Mary Carton 

Fund Raising Committee Julie Cutmore, Anne Gulley 

Historian Liz Marshall 

Librarian Jan Rae, Kath Rooney 

Masterpoint Secretary Helen McLauchlan 

Members Booklet Editor Helen McLauchlan 

Membership Register Tony Agar 

Name Tags Tony Agar 

New Members/ Visitors Liaison Liz Marshall 

Partner Contact Carol Wilson 

President Neil Hamilton 

Property Sub Committee Neil Hamilton 

Providore Irena Hall 

Publicity Officer Charles Johnson 

QBA Delegates Bob Dancer, Barry Mitchell, Ray Cowie 

Scorer Richard McLauchlan 

Secretary Tony Agar 

Special Events Coordinator Ailsa Smith assisted by Liz Marshall 

Teacher Lorraine Fredericks 

Treasurer Gay Hull 

Trump•It Editor Barbara Holmes 

Vice President Val Acklin 

Voucher Distributors Marian Richardson, Carol Wilson 

 


